
 

5/19/2026 Agenda-City Council 

 

AGENDA 
TAHLEQUAH CITY COUNCIL - SPECIAL MEETING  

Date/Time of Meeting Tuesday, May 19, 2026 at 1:00 PM 
Place of Meeting The meeting will be held at 111 Cherokee Ave. Tahlequah, OK 74464 

(voting members of the public body will be present in person).    
Official action can only be taken on items which appear on the agenda. The City Council may adopt, approve, ratify, deny, 
defer, recommend, amend, strike, or continue any agenda item. When the City Council desires more information on an item, 
the City Council may refer the matter to City staff or to a committee for further consideration. Under certain circumstances, 
items may be deferred to a specific date or stricken from the agenda entirely. 

Join "Zoom" Meeting 
Meeting ID: 842 0266 9534 

Passcode: 4560651  
1. MEETING CONVENED 

 a) Meeting Called to Order 

 b) Roll Call 

 c) Public Notice:  A Public Notice of meeting was provided on December 4, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. 
to the OK Secretary of State and an additional notice was provided on May 7, 2026 at 2:39 
pm at 111 S. Cherokee Ave. Tahlequah, OK 74464. 

2. SPECIAL SESSION 

 a) Presentation of the City of Tahlequah 2024–2025 Audit by Robert St. Pierre. 

 b) Discussion regarding the City Budget for the 2026-2027 fiscal year. Mayor Suzanne Myers 

 c) Discussion and possible action to approve or deny authorizing the Mayor to enter into a 
Memorandum of Agreement with the Cherokee Nation to construct road and/or bridge 
projects to be reimbursed by the Cherokee Nation. City Administrator Taylor Tannehill 

 d) Discussion and possible action to award and enter into an agreement with the lowest 
responsible bidder for Project 2026-04, East 4th Street Roadway Project, or reject all bids. 
Special Project Director Ray Hammons 

 e) Discussion and possible action to award and enter into an agreement with the lowest 
responsible bidder for Project 2026-05, Cherokee Elementary Access Road, or reject all bids. 
Special Project Director Ray Hammons 

 f) Discussion and possible action to award and enter into an agreement with the lowest 
responsible bidder for Project 2026-06, N. Jones Walking Path project, or reject all bids. 
Special Project Director Ray Hammons 

 g) Discussion and possible action to approve, approve with modification, or deny Ordinance 
No. 1396-2026, an ordinance of the City of Tahlequah known as the 2026 Capital 
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Improvement Sales Tax Ordinance, establishing use of funds for .5% sales tax. City 
Administrator Taylor Tannehill/Mayor Suzanne Myers 

 h) Discussion and possible action to approve, approve with modifications or deny Resolution 
No. 05-19-2026A, a resolution of the City of Tahlequah, calling for a special election. City 
Administrator Taylor Tannehill/Mayor Suzanne Myers 

 i) Discussion and possible action to approve, approve with modification, or deny Ordinance 
No. 1397-2026, an ordinance of the City of Tahlequah known as the 2026 General Fund 
Sales Tax Ordinance, establishing the use of funds for .25% sales tax. City Administrator 
Taylor Tannehill/Mayor Suzanne Myers 

 j) Discussion and possible action to approve, approve with modification, or deny Resolution 
No. 05-19-2026B, a resolution of the City of Tahlequah, calling for a special election. City 
Administrator Taylor Tannehill/Mayor Suzanne Myers 

 k) Adjournment. 
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Tahlequah City Council 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT  

Item No. 2a 
Meeting Date 5/19/2026 
Initiator  
Office / Department Finance 
 
Item Title  

Presentation of the City of Tahlequah 2024–2025 Audit by Robert St. Pierre. 

 
Background  

Yearly Agenda Item. 

 
Exhibits  

1.   2024-2025 Audit Summary 

 
Funding Source  

 

 
Request  
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Tahlequah City Council 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT  

Item No. 2b 
Meeting Date 5/19/2026 
Initiator  
Office / Department Administration 
 
Item Title  

Discussion regarding the City Budget for the 2026-2027 fiscal year. Mayor Suzanne Myers 

 
Background  

 

 
Exhibits  

None 

 
Funding Source  

 

 
Request  
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Tahlequah City Council 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT  

Item No. 2c 
Meeting Date 5/19/2026 
Initiator  
Office / Department Administration 
 
Item Title  

Discussion and possible action to approve or deny authorizing the Mayor to enter into a Memorandum of 
Agreement with the Cherokee Nation to construct road and/or bridge projects to be reimbursed by the 
Cherokee Nation. City Administrator Taylor Tannehill 

 
Background  

 

 
Exhibits  

1.   CN MOA-Roads & Bridges 

 
Funding Source  

 

 
Request  
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Tahlequah City Council 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT  

Item No. 2d 
Meeting Date 5/19/2026 
Initiator Ray Hammons, Special Projects Director 
Office / Department Administration 
 
Item Title  

Discussion and possible action to award and enter into an agreement with the lowest responsible bidder for 
Project 2026-04, East 4th Street Roadway Project, or reject all bids. Special Project Director Ray Hammons 

 
Background  

Bid documents not included but will be available at meeting. 

 
Exhibits  

None 

 
Funding Source  

 

 
Request  
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Tahlequah City Council 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT  

Item No. 2e 
Meeting Date 5/19/2026 
Initiator Ray Hammons, Special Projects Director 
Office / Department Administration 
 
Item Title  

Discussion and possible action to award and enter into an agreement with the lowest responsible bidder for 
Project 2026-05, Cherokee Elementary Access Road, or reject all bids. Special Project Director Ray 
Hammons 

 
Background  

Backup documents will be available at the Council Meeting. 

 
Exhibits  

None 

 
Funding Source  

 

 
Request  
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Tahlequah City Council 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT  

Item No. 2f 
Meeting Date 5/19/2026 
Initiator  
Office / Department Administration 
 
Item Title  

Discussion and possible action to award and enter into an agreement with the lowest responsible bidder for 
Project 2026-06, N. Jones Walking Path project, or reject all bids. Special Project Director Ray Hammons 

 
Background  

Backup documents will be available at the Council Meeting. 

 
Exhibits  

None 

 
Funding Source  

 

 
Request  
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Tahlequah City Council 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT  

Item No. 2g 
Meeting Date 5/19/2026 
Initiator Taylor Tannehill, City Administrator, Suzanne Myers, Mayor 
Office / Department Administration 
 
Item Title  

Discussion and possible action to approve, approve with modification, or deny Ordinance No. 1396-2026, 
an ordinance of the City of Tahlequah known as the 2026 Capital Improvement Sales Tax Ordinance, 
establishing use of funds for .5% sales tax. City Administrator Taylor Tannehill/Mayor Suzanne Myers 

 
Background  

 

 
Exhibits  

1.   2026 Tahlequah Capital Improvement Sales Tax Ordinance 

 
Funding Source  

 

 
Request  
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ORDINANCE NO. 1396-2026 
 

AN ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO FINANCE AND TAXATION, CREATING THE 2026 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT SALES TAX ORDINANCE, ENACTING A NEW 
ORDINANCE ASSESING AND LEVYING AN EXCISE TAX OF 0.50 PERCENT IN 
ADDITION TO ALL OTHER EXCISE TAXES ASSESSED AND LEVIED BY THE CITY 
OF TAHLEQUAH, OKLAHOMA, AND ALL OTHER TAXING AUTHORITIES, UPON 
THE GROSS PROCEEDS OR GROSS RECEIPTS DERIVED FROM ALL SALES TO 
ANY PERSON TAXABLE UNDER THE OKLAHOMA SALES TAX CODE, 68 OS § 1350 
ET SEQ, AS AMENDED; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES; PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE; AND REQUIRING THE FULL TEXT BE PUBLISHED. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma, that: 
 
SECTION 1. NEW LAW. A new section of law to be known as Article VIII of Chapter 295 of the 
City of Tahlequah Code of Ordinances is hereby adopted to read as follows: 

 
CHAPTER 295. TAXATION 
ARTICLE VIII.  2026 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT SALES TAX 
 
Section 295-201. Citation. 
This article shall be known as, and may be cited as, the “2026 Capital Improvement Sales 
Tax Ordinance.” 
 
Section 295-202. Tax rate and levy. 
There is hereby assessed and levied a city excise tax of 0.50 percent, in addition to all 
other excise taxes assessed and levied by the City of Tahlequah, Oklahoma, and all other 
taxing authority, upon the gross proceeds or gross receipts derived from all sales to any 
person taxable under the provisions of the Oklahoma Sales Tax Code, 68 O.S. § 1350 et 
seq, as amended. The terms and provisions of said Oklahoma Sales Tax Code, where 
applicable and not in conflict, are incorporated herein by reference thereto. 
 
Section 295-203. Tax additional to all other levies. 
The excise tax levied pursuant to the provisions of this article is in addition to any and all 
other excise taxes levied or assessed by the city of any other taxing authority. Particularly, 
the tax levied under this article shall be above, and in addition to, the excise taxes 
assessed and levied by this chapter. 
 
Section 295-204. Purpose of revenues; disposition of revenues. 
(a) It is hereby declared to be the purpose of this Ordinance to provide revenues to be 

used for the funding of capital expenditures benefitting the City, including but not 
limited to the streets, utilities, public safety, and community facilities in and of the City 
and any public trust having the City as beneficiary thereof and/or for the payment of 
debt service in connection with obligations heretofore issued or to be issued to finance 
or refinance said capital expenditures and related costs.  
 

(b) The following projects shall be priority for funding from proceeds of this Ordinance, 
subject to available funding: Public Library Improvements, City Cemetery 
Improvement, Northeast Health System Improvements, Trail Expansion, Riverlinks 
Golf Course Improvements, Senior Citizen Center Improvements, new Downtown Fire 
Station, Street and Parks Lighting and Safety Improvements, new Aquatic Facility, new 
Amphitheater on Water Street, new Community Event and Municipal Government 
Complex, Animal Shelter Improvements, and any additional funds shall be utilized for 
capital expenditures benefitting the City, including but not limited to the streets, utilities, 
public safety, and community facilities of the City and any public trust having the City 
as beneficiary thereof and/or for the payment of debt service in connection with 
obligations heretofore issued or to be issued to finance or refinance said capital 
expenditures and related costs. 
 

Section 295-205. Effective date and duration. 
The provisions of this article and the collection of the excise tax referenced herein shall 
become effective on and after April 1, 2028 subject to approval by a majority of the 
qualified electors of the City of Tahlequah, Oklahoma, voting on the same in the manner 
prescribed by law, and continuing until March 31, 2043 and shall be collected on all taxable 
sales occurring within the city on and between those dates. The provisions of this article 
and the collection of the excise tax referenced herein shall continue until repealed. 
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Section 295-206. Subsisting state permits. 
All valid and subsisting permits to do business issued by the state tax commission 
pursuant to the Oklahoma Sales Tax Code are, for the purpose of this article, hereby 
ratified, confirmed and adopted in lieu of any requirement for an additional City permit for 
the same purpose. 
 
Section 295-207. Administration and collection procedures. 
For the purposes of administration and collection, the provisions of article II of this chapter 
shall apply to the excise tax assessed and levied by this article, and the applicable 
provisions of said article II are incorporated herein by reference as if fully set out herein. 
 
Section 295-208. Provisions cumulative. 
The provisions of this article shall be cumulative and in addition to any and all other taxing 
provisions of City ordinances. 
 
Section 295-209. Amendments to article. 
The people of this City, by their approval at election of this article, hereby authorize the 
council, by ordinances duly enacted, to make such administrative and technical changes 
or additions in the method and manner of administration and by enforcing this article as 
may be necessary or proper for efficiency and fairness, except that the rate of the tax 
herein provided shall not be changed without approval of the qualified electors of the City, 
as provided by law. 

 
SECTION 2. CODIFIICATION. The City Clerk is hereby directed to enter the appropriate 
changes to the appropriate place in the Tahlequah City Code of Tahlequah, Oklahoma, as 
authorized and approved by this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY.  If any provision, paragraph, word, section of article of this 
Ordinance is invalidated by any court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions, 
paragraphs, words, sections and chapters shall not be affected and shall continue in full force and 
effect.  
 
SECTION 4. REPEALER.  All other Ordinances and parts of other Ordinances inconsistent or 
conflicting with any part of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency 
or conflict. 
 
SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall become in effect on and after July 1, 
2026, subject to the approval of majority of the registered, qualified voters of the City of 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma, voting on the same, at the election to be held on August 25, 2026, in the 
manner prescribed by law. 
 
SECTION 6. PUBLICATION. The City Clerk shall cause the full text of this Ordinance shall be 
published in its entirety in a legal newspaper in the City of Tahlequah, Oklahoma, in the manner 
prescribed by law. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAHLEQUAH, OKLAHOMA 
on THIS ________ DAY OF __________________, 20_______. 
 
      CITY OF TAHLEQUAH, OKLAHOMA 

A Municipal Corporation 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY on THIS ________ DAY OF __________________, 
20_______. 
 

 
_________________________________________ 
City Attorney 
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Tahlequah City Council 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT  

Item No. 2h 
Meeting Date 5/19/2026 
Initiator Taylor Tannehill, City Administrator, Suzanne Myers, Mayor 
Office / Department Administration 
 
Item Title  

Discussion and possible action to approve, approve with modifications or deny Resolution No. 05-19-
2026A, a resolution of the City of Tahlequah, calling for a special election. City Administrator Taylor 
Tannehill/Mayor Suzanne Myers 

 
Background  

Resolution for special election 

 
Exhibits  

1.   RESOLUTION NO 05-19-2026A-CapImprovTax 

 
Funding Source  

 

 
Request  
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RESOLUTION NO. 05-19-2026A 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CALLING AND HOLDING OF A SPECIAL 
ELECTION IN THE CITY OF TAHLEQUAH, CHEROKEE COUNTY, STATE OF 
OKLAHOMA, ON TUESDAY, THE 25TH DAY OF AUGUST 2026, FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF 
TAHLEQUAH, CHEROKEE COUNTY, OKLAHOMA, THE QUESTION OF THEIR 
APPROVAL OR REJECTION OF A PROPOSED SALES TAX AS IDENTIFIED 
IN ORDINANCE NO. 1396-2026, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Tahlequah City Council, Cherokee County, State of Oklahoma: 
 
SECTION 1. That the Mayor of the City of Tahlequah, Oklahoma, or in his absence or 
incapacity, the duly qualified Vice Mayor, be and hereby is authorized and directed to call 
a special election to be held in the City of Tahlequah, Oklahoma, on the August 25, 2026, 
for the purpose of submitting to the registered, qualified voters of said City of Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma, for their approval or rejection the following propositions: 
 

Proposition No. 1 
 

The City of Tahlequah, Oklahoma, seeks to levy and collect 0.50 percent sales tax 
to fund capital improvement benefiting said City, including streets, utilities, public 
safety, and community facilities, such sales tax to commence April 1, 2028, and 
continuing thereafter until March 31, 2043, both dates inclusive, as described in 
more detail in Ordinance No. 1396-2026. Shall the proposition be approved? 
 
/ ____ /  YES  - FOR THE PROPOSITION 
 
/ ____ / NO - AGAINST THE PROPOSITON 
 

SECTION 2. CONDUCT OF ELECTION. The election shall be conducted by the 
Cherokee County Election Board in accordance with the City Charter and state law that 
is not in conflict with said Charter. The official precinct returns shall be received by the 
Cherokee County Election Board and submitted to the Tahlequah City Council.  
 
SECTION 3. ABSENTEE BALLOTS. Absentee ballots shall be provided for in 
accordance with state law.  
 
SECTION 4. ELECTION OFFICIALS, HOURS OF ELECTION & POLLING PLACES. An 
inspector, a Judge, and a Clerk shall serve in each precinct. Such precinct boundaries 
and precinct officials shall be as determined by the Cherokee County Election Board. The 
Polls for said election shall be opened at 7:00 o’clock a.m. on Tuesday, August 25, 2026, 
and shall remain open continuously until and be closed at 7:00 o’clock p.m. of said 
Election Day. The number and location of the polling places of said Election Day shall be 
as determined by the Cherokee County Election Board. Substitution of election officials 
and polling places shall occur only in accordance with state law. As provided in 26 OS § 
13-103, the City authorizes the Cherokee County Election Board to open all precinct 
polling places located within the municipal boundaries of the City. 
  
SECTION 5. STATE ELECTION LAWS TO GOVERN WHERE APPLICABLE. The 
election laws of the State, where applicable, and except where the same would be in 
conflict with the special provisions of the Charter, shall apply to all elections held in the 
City of Tahlequah. Contest alleging irregularities or fraud pertaining to election results 
shall be filed pursuant to and in accordance with state law. 
 
SECTION 6. APPROVAL OF PROCLAMATION. The Special Election Proclamation of 
even date, a copy of which is on file with the City Clerk and which is incorporated herein 
by reference, calling said election is hereby approved in all respects, and the Mayor, or 
Vice Mayor, is hereby authorized to execute said Special Election Proclamation on behalf 
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of the City, and the City Clerk is hereby authorized to attest and affix the seal of the City 
to said Special Election Proclamation. 
 
SECTION 7. TRANSMISSION TO COUNTY ELECTION BOARD. The City Clerk shall 
serve, or cause to be served, a copy of this Resolution and the Special Election 
Proclamation upon the office of the Cherokee County Election Board at least sixty days 
prior to the date of the election as required by law. A copy of the Ordinance No. 1396-
2026 and this Resolution shall be published as required by law.  
 
SECTION 8. SEVERABILITY. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or 
portion of this Resolution is, for any reason, held invalid or unconstitutional, such portion 
shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall 
not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the Resolution. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAHLEQUAH, 
OKLAHOMA on THIS ________ DAY OF __________________, 20_______. 
 
      CITY OF TAHLEQUAH, OKLAHOMA 

A Municipal Corporation 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY on THIS ________ DAY OF 
__________________, 20_______. 
 

 
_____________________________________ 
City Attorney 
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Tahlequah City Council 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT  

Item No. 2i 
Meeting Date 5/19/2026 
Initiator Taylor Tannehill, City Administrator, Suzanne Myers, Mayor 
Office / Department Administration 
 
Item Title  

Discussion and possible action to approve, approve with modification, or deny Ordinance No. 1397-2026, 
an ordinance of the City of Tahlequah known as the 2026 General Fund Sales Tax Ordinance, establishing 
the use of funds for .25% sales tax. City Administrator Taylor Tannehill/Mayor Suzanne Myers 

 
Background  

 

 
Exhibits  

1.   2026 Tahlequah General Fund Sales Tax Ordinance 

 
Funding Source  

 

 
Request  
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ORDINANCE NO. 1397-2026 
 

AN ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO FINANCE AND TAXATION, CREATING THE 2026 
GENERAL FUND SALES TAX ORDINANCE, ENACTING A NEW ORDINANCE 
ASSESING AND LEVYING AN EXCISE TAX OF 0.25 PERCENT IN ADDITION TO ALL 
OTHER EXCISE TAXES ASSESSED AND LEVIED BY THE CITY OF TAHLEQUAH, 
OKLAHOMA, AND ALL OTHER TAXING AUTHORITIES, UPON THE GROSS 
PROCEEDS OR GROSS RECEIPTS DERIVED FROM ALL SALES TO ANY PERSON 
TAXABLE UNDER THE OKLAHOMA SALES TAX CODE, 68 OS § 1350 ET SEQ, AS 
AMENDED; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; 
AND REQUIRING THE FULL TEXT BE PUBLISHED. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma, that: 
 
SECTION 1. NEW LAW. A new section of law to be known as Article IX of Chapter 295 of the 
City of Tahlequah Code of Ordinances is hereby adopted to read as follows: 

 
CHAPTER 295. TAXATION 
ARTICLE IX.  2026 CAPITAL FUND SALES TAX 
 
Section 295-301. Citation. 
This article shall be known as, and may be cited as, the “2026 General Fund Sales Tax 
Ordinance.” 
 
Section 295-302. Tax rate and levy. 
There is hereby assessed and levied a city excise tax of 0.25 percent, in addition to all 
other excise taxes assessed and levied by the City of Tahlequah, Oklahoma, and all other 
taxing authority, upon the gross proceeds or gross receipts derived from all sales to any 
person taxable under the provisions of the Oklahoma Sales Tax Code, 68 O.S. § 1350 et 
seq, as amended. The terms and provisions of said Oklahoma Sales Tax Code, where 
applicable and not in conflict, are incorporated herein by reference thereto. 
 
Section 295-303. Tax additional to all other levies. 
The excise tax levied pursuant to the provisions of this article is in addition to any and all 
other excise taxes levied or assessed by the city of any other taxing authority. Particularly, 
the tax levied under this article shall be above, and in addition to, the excise taxes 
assessed and levied by this chapter. 
 
Section 295-304. Purpose of revenues. 
It is hereby declared to be the purpose of this Ordinance to provide revenues to support 
the general government needs of the City as determined by the City Council. 

 
Section 295-305. Effective date and duration. 
The provisions of this article and the collection of the excise tax referenced herein shall 
become effective on and after April 1, 2028 subject to approval by a majority of the 
qualified electors of the City of Tahlequah, Oklahoma, voting on the same in the manner 
prescribed by law, and continuing until repealed. The provisions of this article and the 
collection of the excise tax referenced herein shall continue until repealed. 
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Section 295-306. Subsisting state permits. 
All valid and subsisting permits to do business issued by the state tax commission 
pursuant to the Oklahoma Sales Tax Code are, for the purpose of this article, hereby 
ratified, confirmed and adopted in lieu of any requirement for an additional City permit for 
the same purpose. 
 
Section 295-307. Administration and collection procedures. 
For the purposes of administration and collection, the provisions of article II of this chapter 
shall apply to the excise tax assessed and levied by this article, and the applicable 
provisions of said article II are incorporated herein by reference as if fully set out herein. 
 
Section 295-308. Provisions cumulative. 
The provisions of this article shall be cumulative and in addition to any and all other taxing 
provisions of City ordinances. 
 
Section 295-309. Amendments to article. 
The people of this City, by their approval at election of this article, hereby authorize the 
council, by ordinances duly enacted, to make such administrative and technical changes 
or additions in the method and manner of administration and by enforcing this article as 
may be necessary or proper for efficiency and fairness, except that the rate of the tax 
herein provided shall not be changed without approval of the qualified electors of the City, 
as provided by law. 

 
SECTION 2. CODIFIICATION. The City Clerk is hereby directed to enter the appropriate 
changes to the appropriate place in the Tahlequah City Code of Tahlequah, Oklahoma, as 
authorized and approved by this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY.  If any provision, paragraph, word, section of article of this 
Ordinance is invalidated by any court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions, 
paragraphs, words, sections and chapters shall not be affected and shall continue in full force and 
effect.  
 
SECTION 4. REPEALER.  All other Ordinances and parts of other Ordinances inconsistent or 
conflicting with any part of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency 
or conflict. 
 
SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall become in effect on and after July 1, 
2026, subject to the approval of majority of the registered, qualified voters of the City of 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma, voting on the same, at the election to be held on August 25, 2026, in the 
manner prescribed by law. 
 
SECTION 6. PUBLICATION. The City Clerk shall cause the full text of this Ordinance shall be 
published in its entirety in a legal newspaper in the City of Tahlequah, Oklahoma, in the manner 
prescribed by law. 
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PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAHLEQUAH, OKLAHOMA 
on THIS ________ DAY OF __________________, 20_______. 
 
      CITY OF TAHLEQUAH, OKLAHOMA 

A Municipal Corporation 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY on THIS ________ DAY OF __________________, 
20_______. 
 

 
_________________________________________ 
City Attorney 
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Tahlequah City Council 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT  

Item No. 2j 
Meeting Date 5/19/2026 
Initiator Taylor Tannehill, City Administrator, Suzanne Myers, Mayor 
Office / Department Administration 
 
Item Title  

Discussion and possible action to approve, approve with modification, or deny Resolution No. 05-19-2026B, 
a resolution of the City of Tahlequah, calling for a special election. City Administrator Taylor 
Tannehill/Mayor Suzanne Myers 

 
Background  

 

 
Exhibits  

1.   RESOLUTION NO 05-19-2026B Gen Fund Tax 

 
Funding Source  

 

 
Request  
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RESOLUTION NO. 05-19-2026B 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CALLING AND HOLDING OF A SPECIAL 
ELECTION IN THE CITY OF TAHLEQUAH, CHEROKEE COUNTY, STATE OF 
OKLAHOMA, ON TUESDAY, THE 25TH DAY OF AUGUST 2026, FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF 
TAHLEQUAH, CHEROKEE COUNTY, OKLAHOMA, THE QUESTION OF THEIR 
APPROVAL OR REJECTION OF A PROPOSED SALES TAX AS IDENTIFIED 
IN ORDINANCE NO. 1397-2026, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Tahlequah City Council, Cherokee County, State of Oklahoma: 
 
SECTION 1. That the Mayor of the City of Tahlequah, Oklahoma, or in his absence or 
incapacity, the duly qualified Vice Mayor, be and hereby is authorized and directed to call 
a special election to be held in the City of Tahlequah, Oklahoma, on the August 25, 2026, 
for the purpose of submitting to the registered, qualified voters of said City of Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma, for their approval or rejection the following propositions: 
 

Proposition No. 1 
 

The City of Tahlequah, Oklahoma, seeks to levy and collect 0.25 percent sales tax 
to fund the general government needs of said City, such sales tax to commence 
April 1, 2028, and continuing thereafter until repealed, as described in more detail 
in Ordinance No.1397-2026. Shall the proposition be approved? 
 
/ ____ /  YES  - FOR THE PROPOSITION 
 
/ ____ / NO - AGAINST THE PROPOSITON 
 

SECTION 2. CONDUCT OF ELECTION. The election shall be conducted by the 
Cherokee County Election Board in accordance with the City Charter and state law that 
is not in conflict with said Charter. The official precinct returns shall be received by the 
Cherokee County Election Board and submitted to the Tahlequah City Council.  
 
SECTION 3. ABSENTEE BALLOTS. Absentee ballots shall be provided for in 
accordance with state law.  
 
SECTION 4. ELECTION OFFICIALS, HOURS OF ELECTION & POLLING PLACES. An 
inspector, a Judge, and a Clerk shall serve in each precinct. Such precinct boundaries 
and precinct officials shall be as determined by the Cherokee County Election Board. The 
Polls for said election shall be opened at 7:00 o’clock a.m. on Tuesday, August 25, 2026, 
and shall remain open continuously until and be closed at 7:00 o’clock p.m. of said 
Election Day. The number and location of the polling places of said Election Day shall be 
as determined by the Cherokee County Election Board. Substitution of election officials 
and polling places shall occur only in accordance with state law. As provided in 26 OS § 
13-103, the City authorizes the Cherokee County Election Board to open all precinct 
polling places located within the municipal boundaries of the City. 
  
SECTION 5. STATE ELECTION LAWS TO GOVERN WHERE APPLICABLE. The 
election laws of the State, where applicable, and except where the same would be in 
conflict with the special provisions of the Charter, shall apply to all elections held in the 
City of Tahlequah. Contest alleging irregularities or fraud pertaining to election results 
shall be filed pursuant to and in accordance with state law. 
 
SECTION 6. APPROVAL OF PROCLAMATION. The Special Election Proclamation of 
even date, a copy of which is on file with the City Clerk and which is incorporated herein 
by reference, calling said election is hereby approved in all respects, and the Mayor, or 
Vice Mayor, is hereby authorized to execute said Special Election Proclamation on behalf 

Page 37 of 39



2 
 
 
 
 

 

of the City, and the City Clerk is hereby authorized to attest and affix the seal of the City 
to said Special Election Proclamation. 
 
SECTION 7. TRANSMISSION TO COUNTY ELECTION BOARD. The City Clerk shall 
serve, or cause to be served, a copy of this Resolution and the Special Election 
Proclamation upon the office of the Cherokee County Election Board at least sixty days 
prior to the date of the election as required by law. A copy of the Ordinance No. 1397-
2026 and this Resolution shall be published as required by law.  
 
SECTION 8. SEVERABILITY. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or 
portion of this Resolution is, for any reason, held invalid or unconstitutional, such portion 
shall be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision and such holding shall 
not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the Resolution. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TAHLEQUAH, 
OKLAHOMA on THIS ________ DAY OF __________________, 20_______. 
 
      CITY OF TAHLEQUAH, OKLAHOMA 

A Municipal Corporation 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY on THIS ________ DAY OF 
__________________, 20_______. 
 

 
_____________________________________ 
City Attorney 
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Tahlequah City Council 
AGENDA ITEM REPORT  

Item No. 2k 
Meeting Date 5/19/2026 
Initiator  
Office / Department Administration 
 
Item Title  

Adjournment. 

 
Background  

 

 
Exhibits  

None 

 
Funding Source  

 

 
Request  
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